
A revolutionary experience 



The story of sport and the Olympic and Paralympic Games is a tale in which athletes 
strive to surpass themselves, to go faster, and to do better every time. That is what 
they and the Games are all about. 

As the Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games Paris 2024, we 
take daily inspiration from that mindset:

• By highlighting what it is that has 
made the Games so strong for the last 
32 Olympiads: the sheer range of sports 
and the emotion generated by the per-
formances of the athletes; 

• By elevating the status of traditional 
sports; 

• And by broadening the Games expe-
rience even further. 

That desire to go further has driven us 
right from the start. It is what led us to 
propose, for example, the idea of making 
France’s outstanding heritage a unique 
setting that would only serve to enhance 
athletic performance. 

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) has given us the opportunity to go 
further by inviting us, after Tokyo 2020, to propose a list of additional sports that 
will be included in the Games programme in 2024.

And going further, excelling ourselves and exploring new directions is also our crea-
tive ambition at Paris 2024. That is the story of the Games themselves, which have 
grown and changed over the years without losing any of their strength. We share that 
ambition with the IOC, as we strive to ensure that the Games reflect their times.



This story is being written right now, five years before the Olympic Games 
2024, all with a view to:

• Supporting sports that are growing exponentially across the world; 
• Reaching out to new generations and the 2024 public, by going where 

they go, with sports that can be shared on social media, sports that are 
a means of getting around, forms of expression, lifestyles in their own 
right, sports that are practised every day, in the street and elsewhere; 

• Creating the sporting experiences of tomorrow, by supporting new 
ways of experiencing sport and sporting events, on the ground and 
online.

Every time France has hosted the Games, it has created Olympic 
history, organising the first Games open to women in 1900, building the 
first Olympic Village in 1924, and reworking the opening ceremony at 
Albertville 1992, thanks to a spectacular curtain-raiser directed by Philippe 
Decouflé.

And in yet another revolutionary Olympic first for France, Paris 2024 will 
give the public the chance to live out the Olympic experience by taking 
part in mass and connected events.

Tony Estanguet



Additional sports  

Breaking

Skateboarding 

Sport climbing

Surfing

The Olympic 
experience,  
open to everyone 

Mass participation 
events

Virtual and 
connected events 



In its efforts to make the Games of the XXXIII Olympiad a truly historic event, Paris 
2024 has engaged in many discussions and taken inspiration from many sources. 
The organizing committee has collaborated closely with all of the sports move-
ment stakeholders, the International Federations (IFs), and athletes, as well as the 
IOC on the vision, process and framework for the programme. It has also drawn 
on the experience of the recent Youth Olympic Games in Buenos Aires, and has 
dared to explore new opportunities in order to propose a revolutionary sports 
programme. 

Paris 2024 has seized the opportunity presented by the IOC through Olympic 
Agenda 2020 to include additional sports in its programme to enhance it and 
strengthen its core concept. The organising committee hopes to set new stan-
dards for inclusive and youth-oriented Games. Paris 2024 is therefore putting 
forward to the IOC the inclusion of four new sports with a strong youth appeal, 
a connection with France and the vision of Paris 2024 and an emphasis on 
creativity and athletic performance: breaking, skateboarding, sport climbing 
and surfing. Easily accessible and supported by strong and active social media 
communities, these four sports can, thanks to the Games and over the next five 
years, help inspire millions of children to take up sport.

In terms of innovation and engagement, 
Paris 2024 is adopting a truly ambitious 
approach by offering everyone a chance 
to enjoy the Games experience in person. 
It is with that goal in mind that Paris 2024, 
for the first time in the history of the 
Games, will provide the opportunity for the 
public to take part in events such as the 
marathon, in the same conditions as those 
experienced by the Olympic athletes. 
Paris 2024 will also endeavour to deliver the 
Olympic experience to the whole world, by 
working with its partners to use tools such as 
virtual reality and connected sports to enable 
people around the globe to take on the best 
international athletes. It is nothing short of 
revolutionary! 



Paris 2024 has strengthened its 
sports programme by putting 
forward four new sports that 
embody youth, elite perfor-
mance, spectacular experiences 
and inclusiveness, in an effort  
to bring sport to the people.  

In its desire to reach out to new 
audiences and further increase the 
appeal of the Games, the IOC offers 
the possibility to host nations to re-
commend new sports to be included 
in the Olympic programme, an op-
portunity which was first given to 
Tokyo for the Olympic Games 2020. 



Paris 2024 has chosen its additional sports with the aim of enhancing what it has 
to offer and in keeping with three key principles which seek to deliver: 

• Sustainable and socially-responsible Games in line with Olympic Agenda 2020 
and the IOC’s New Norm, through sports that can be enjoyed by a limited 
number of athletes and do not require permanent facilities.

• Games that are in keeping with the times and inspire new audiences and 
attract young people, through sports that allow for engagement on social 
media, that are both a means of expression and a way of life, and which can be 
played anywhere and anytime in urban and other environments.

• Games that reflect the identity of Paris 2024, through spectacular sports that 
are culturally relevant, engaging, accessible, inclusive, and which can be played 
outside conventional arenas and inspire creativity. 

By suggesting to the IOC that breaking, 
sport climbing, skateboarding and surfing be 
included in its sports programme, alongside 
the 28 Olympic federations already part of 
the Games, Paris 2024 has emphasized its 
goal of creating spectacular, urban and sus-
tainable Games. These will not only provide 
a fitting showcase for athletic performance 
but also engage young people and the wider 
public through lifestyle sports.

Following its submission to the Olympic Pro-
gramme Commission, Paris 2024’s pre-selec-
tion of the four new sports will be officially 
presented to the IOC Executive Board on 
26-28 March 2019, and if supported by the 
IOC Executive Board will then be presented 
to the IOC Session in Lausanne this coming 
June. The IOC will make its final decision on 
the events programme and athletes’ quota 
for the Olympic Games Paris 2024 in De-
cember 2020, including final confirmation of 
the inclusion of the four sports, following the 
Olympic Games Tokyo 2020.



Should the four sports be approved at this June’s IOC Session, Paris 2024 
will then have a year and a half in which to work on its plans, with the 
aim of providing a detailed response during the course of 2021, following 
official confirmation of the Paris 2024 programme in December 2020. 

The Paris 2024 proposal was made in keeping with the new framework for 
the designation of additional sports presented by the IOC in July 2018:

• The IFs of the additional sports must be IOC-recognised.

• Athletes competing in new sports will now be part of the overall 
athletes’ quota of 10,500 (as stated in the Olympic Charter) and will 
no longer be included in an additional quota. A total of 248 athletes 
are proposed to take part in the four new sports at Paris 2024 (124 
women and 124 men, respecting the principle of gender equality). 
That number will be finalised by the IOC Executive Board in December 
2020 when the final athlete quotas across all sports will be finalised 
and will form part of the maximum number of 10,500 set out in the 
Olympic Charter. 

_

As well as working on the Olympic programme, Paris 2024 is currently 
reviewing its Paralympic venues project with the aim of presenting an 
ambitious Paralympic concept when the IOC Coordination Commission 
makes its visit in June.

A total of 22 sports will be on the programme at the first Paralympic 
Games to be held in France, the same as at Tokyo 2020, when two new 
sports will make their Paralympic debuts: parabadminton and para-
taekwondo. 



Having made a huge impact at the 
Buenos Aires 2018 Youth Olympic 
Games and electrified the crowds 
during its big Olympic debut, brea-
king could well make its first appea-
rance in the official Olympic Games 
programme in 2024. In proposing 
it, Paris 2024 has made clear its de-
sire to put culture, in all its sporting, 
artistic, and musical forms, at the 
very heart of its concept. 

• Women’s event (B-girls): 16 athletes
• Men’s event (B-boys): 16 athletes 

Two breakers compete against each other in 
what are known as “battles”, with each battle 
comprising a set number of rounds. In each 
round, one of the breakers goes first, per-
forming spins and moves on the floor and 
in a standing position, with their opponent 
then responding. Spectacular and acrobatic, 
each routine is scored on the basis of crite-
ria such as technique, variety, performance, 
musicality, creativity, and personality.



A genuine social phenomenon, breaking ori-
ginated on the streets of New York in the 
1960s, emerging from the same nascent hip-
hop culture that produced DJs and graffiti 
artists. Breaking arrived in France in the ear-
ly 1980s and very quickly became a cultural 
phenomenon that spread from major city 
centres. Breaking and its culture has proved 
so popular in France that the country is now 
regarded as second only to the USA in terms 
of practitioners (approximately one million) 
and the organisation of competitions.

Breaking is now seen as a sport in its own right, regulated and run by the 
World Dance Sport Federation (WDSF), while preserving its street ethic, 
sense of freedom and artistic credibility. Created and inspired by young 
people from all over the world, breaking combines acrobatic skills, enter-
tainment and street appeal, and continues to resonate with youth, with 
80% of French breakers aged under 18. 



A quintessentially urban sport, breaking occupies a place of its own thanks 
to its universality and popularity among young people, who have made it 
one of the most widely practised urban dance genres in the world today. 
Breaking is a cheap and accessible sport to take up. As it will be sure to re-
ceive extensive media coverage at the Games, breaking would represent 
an unmissable opportunity to encourage youth in cities around the world 
to engage in the sport. 

The battle format sees competitors bid to knock each other out and pro-
gress to the next round, and creates an electric, celebratory atmosphere. 
It has helped grow the popularity of breaking on the international scene 
and paved the way for the huge success the sport enjoyed at Buenos 
Aires 2018 Youth Olympic Games, supported by some real legends of the 
breaking community, who participated in the jury.



After featuring in an Olympic programme 
for the first time as a part of the Sportslab 
at the Youth Olympic Games Nanjing 2014, 
skateboarding will make its official debut 
at the Olympic Games Tokyo 2020. The 
inclusion of skateboarding on the Paris 
2024 programme would represent another 
significant step forward for this thrilling 
urban sport. 

• Street: men’s event (24 athletes), women’s 
event (24 athletes)

• Park: men’s event (24 athletes), women’s event 
(24 athletes)

As they face off at the Olympic Games Paris 2024, 
the world’s leading skateboarders would be looking 
to pull off the finest tricks and most technical 
moves in the sport’s two most popular disciplines: 
street and park.

Athletes would be judged on factors such as style, 
range, landings, use of the park, and technical tricks.



Street: 

Street competitions take place in urban set-
tings, on street-like courses featuring stairs, 
rails and slopes. Judging takes into account 
general control of the board while tricks are 
performed.

Athletes perform two runs each lasting 45 
seconds and featuring five tricks on the 
obstacles of their choice. 

Park:

Park competitions are truly thrilling and take place in a hollowed-out 
course combining “bowls” with a series of steep or vertical curves. Compe-
titors use the curves to gain speed and perform tricks three to four metres 
above the ground, which are scored on the height and speed at which 
they are executed. Athletes perform three 40-second runs, with only the 
highest score counting towards the final standings.



Skateboarding originated in California and Hawaii in the late 1940s, the 
brainchild of surfers looking to recreate the sensation of riding waves in the 
street. Skateboarding is more than just a sport; it is a way of life that has 
taken root in cities all across the world, one embraced by young people who 
see their board as a means of transport embodying values such as sharing 
and universality. 

An all-action street sport, skateboarding is practised by more than 30 mil-
lion people across the world, its growth aided by the construction of skate 
parks where youngsters can pursue their lifestyle of choice and where no 
one is excluded. A sport that hails from the street and has long reflected an 
alternative culture and lifestyle, skateboarding is synonymous with freedom, 
discovery and sporting excellence. The world’s leading skateboarders boast 
millions of followers on social media, and the Games will only enhance skate-
boarding’s visibility, encouraging even more youngsters to take up the sport 
and bond with their peers.



Sport climbing will make its Olympic 
debut at Tokyo 2020 (with a single 
event combining three disciplines: 
speed, bouldering and lead). The aim 
is for the programme to be enhanced 
at Paris 2024 with the inclusion of 
two equally spectacular disciplines 
that would fully complement each 
other. 

• Speed: men’s event (16 athletes) and 
women’s event (16 athletes)

• Combined bouldering and lead: men’s 
event (20 athletes) and women’s event 
(20 athletes)



Speed 

The speed event involves a race against 
the clock, with the best male climbers able 
to climb a 15-metre wall in less than six se-
conds and the leading women doing likewise 
in eight seconds flat. Victory depends on not 
putting a foot wrong and making every move 
at lightning speed. Adding to the spectacle 
is the fact that competitors race each other 
two at a time in a straight knockout format. 

Combined bouldering and lead

In this event, scores from both disciplines (bouldering and lead) are com-
bined. Bouldering involves climbing relatively low structures (4.5-metres 
high) without a safety rope. It demands explosive power and precision, 
which makes for breathtaking action. The routes found in lead, where the 
wall stands 15 metres tall, are the toughest, most intense and treache-
rous in the sport. Akin to a physical game of chess, lead demands strategic 
thinking, dexterity and stamina.



Sport climbing is predominantly a youth sport (39% of practitioners in the 
world are under 18) that appeals to men and women alike. Boasting over 25 
million practitioners in 150 countries around the world, it was a participating 
sport at the IOC’s Sportslab at the Nanjing 2014 Youth Olympic Games and 
reappeared in Buenos Aires four years later as a medal event, where it at-
tracted a great deal of interest from the audience, thanks to the high levels 
of entertainment it offers and the way competitions are staged (speed duels 
in particular, and the use of 3D graphics to give spectators a better reading 
and understanding of routes). 

With its exciting duels, sport climbing is set in an electric atmosphere with 
music and a live DJ. Competitions are celebratory and informative in nature, 
while the expertise of the athletes reflects the spectacular nature of the 
sport. The range of events on offer, its visual, aesthetic appeal, and the exci-
tement it generates have made it very popular with young people, who can 
engage with the sport in both urban and natural environments. The values 
it projects – humility and respect for the environment – resonate with the 
aspirations of a large section of the population and are aligned with the Paris 
2024 vision for sustainable and socially responsible Games. 



Surfing’s appeal continues to grow, 
especially in France, where 230,000 
people have taken it up in the last 
five years, while the sport’s Olympic 
debut at Tokyo 2020 will take it into 
a new dimension. A total of 48 sur-
fers will line up at Paris 2024, where 
the competition format will gua-
rantee lots of spectacular action.

• Shortboard: men’s event (24 athletes), 
women’s event (24 athletes)

Shortboard is the best-known and most 
popular of surfing disciplines. Competitors 
are judged on the number of tricks and 
manoeuvres they perform, their difficulty, 
creativity and the quality of execution, with 
their two highest scores being added to-
gether to determine the winner. 



A truly spectacular and demanding sport 
that embraces nature and highlights athle-
tic performance in the most stunning sur-
roundings, surfing is a universal experience 
and culture, a way of life in itself. It is now 
practised by more than 35 million people on 
the five continents, 14 million of them aged 
between 12 and 24. Already hugely popular 
in France, surfing could provide another op-
portunity to highlight the country’s natural 
beauty and introduce new regions to the 
Olympic experience. 



The ultimate nature sport, surfing is known for its popularity with young 
people and the values it embraces: authenticity, creativity, diversity, and 
generosity. The global audience of surfing, the youth and dynamism of 
its community of athletes and fans, and its aesthetic appeal would bring 
genuine added value to the Olympic Games Paris 2024. The festive, musical 
and passionate atmosphere that is a feature of surfing competitions would 
only add to the attraction of a sport that is a perfect fit for Paris 2024. 



Awakening the athlete 
in all of us



Celebration and engagement are two of the mainstays of the 
Paris 2024 project. As well as proposing four new sports geared 
firmly towards youth engagement, Paris 2024 is looking to 
take its sporting ambitions to a whole new dimension and to 
break new ground by opening up the Olympic experience to 
everyone.   

For the first time in the 
history of the Games, 
the general public 
could have a chance 
to enjoy an immersive 
Games experience, 
either by participating 
in a mass event on the 
same day as the Olym-
pic athletes, or by ta-
king on the world’s 
greatest champions 
in the unique setting 
of the Olympics in real 
time, virtually or in a 
connected way. 

The opening of the 
Olympic experience 
to everyone, through 
mass events and 
connected sports, is 
another lever that 
Paris 2024 can use to 
promote the benefits 
of physical exercise 
to the general public. 
Paris 2024 is a firm believer in the power of sport. Our goal is to make sport 
an integral part of people’s everyday lives, mainly with a view of responding 
to public health challenges.



A revolution in the 
history of the Games!



Mass events are an innovation that will go down in the history of Olympism, 
continuing a fine French tradition of Olympic firsts, one that saw women 
compete at the Games for the first time at Paris 1900, the creation of the 
first Olympic Village in the French capital in 1924, and the organisation of 
ground-breaking opening ceremonies such as the one that raised the cur-
tain on Albertville 1992.

Paris 2024 will, for the very first time, invite the general public to take part 
in the Games by participating in mass events, organised in the same condi-
tions as those encountered by the Olympic athletes.

This unique opportunity to play a part in the Games, to be at the heart of 
the action at the world’s greatest sporting event, will take several forms, 
not least in the legendary marathon. Several formats will be offered to give 
everyone – seasoned athletes and beginners, the able-bodied and disabled, 
and the young and not so young – a chance to savour the Olympic Games 
experience. 

Along with the IOC and the IFs, Paris 2024 is currently looking into the possi-
bility of extending the concept of open events to other sports at the Games. 



A chance to take on  
the best athletes 



Paris 2024’s goal is to propose unique Games, harnessing 
innovation and creativity to drive its ambition. In pursuing this 
goal, Paris 2024 is working closely with the IOC and the IFs of 
the existing 28 Olympic sports to propose new disciplines that 
can have a part to play in revolutionising the Games, both in 
terms of their spirit and their programme.

Paris 2024 is excited to explore the proposal made by World Sailing, the 
world governing body for the sport of sailing, to include offshore racing as 
an engagement opportunity alongside the Games. Should the IOC give its 
approval, this new activity will benefit from unique exposure to spectators 
on the ground, global TV audiences, and sailing fans. Thanks to eSailing, for 
the first time in the history of the Games, fans will be invited to pit them-
selves virtually against the best, in real time and on the very same course 
as Olympic athletes. 

While eSailing will not be part of the Olym-
pic programme, Paris 2024 is exploring new 
areas of engagement by offering fans all over 
the world, wherever they live and whatever 
their time zone, the chance to share the 
Olympic experience and be at the heart of 
the Olympic Games Paris 2024.

Like the four additional sports Paris 2024 has 
proposed to the IOC, this innovation will at-
tract a new, young and connected audience 
and enhance the universality and popularity 
of the Olympic Games by enabling people 
from around the world to participate in the 
Games. 



Paris 2024 is also looking to explore new avenues with connected sports. 
Cycling and rowing already offer connected events where enthusiasts can 
ride and row in real time with competing athletes. A number of other IFs are 
also considering these new ways of playing sport to engage with as many 
people as they can.

Competitive, innovative, and inclusive in nature, these new experiences 
reflect Paris 2024’s desire to engage with as many stakeholders as possible 
around the Games. 



The Organising Committee for the Paris 2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games (Paris 
2024) has the task of planning for, organising, financing and delivering the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games in Paris in 2024 in accordance with the host city contract signed by 
the International Olympic Committee (IOC), the French National Olympic and Sports 
Committee (CNOSF) and the City of Paris. 

The Olympic and Paralympic Games are the first sports event in the world with a unique 
media impact, bringing together some 15,000 athletes (10,500 Olympians, 4,350 Para-
lympians) from 206 delegations hailing from five continents. They are followed by over 
13 million spectators and 4 billion viewers over the world through more than 100,000 
hours of TV broadcasts. The Games’ impact is unparalleled among all sports, economic 
and cultural events in the world. 

Created in January 2018, Paris 2024 is headed by Tony Estanguet, three-time Olympic 
champion and IOC member. It is administered by an Executive Board (EB) that includes 
the project’s founding members: CNOSF, the City of Paris, the State, the Ile-de-France 
Region, CPSF, Métropole du Grand Paris, the Seine-Saint-Denis Departmental Council and 
representatives of the local authorities involved in the Games.

Alexandre VILLEGER  +33 7 50 97 37 32 avilleger@paris2024.org
Anne-Solène ROUDEL +33 6 73 07 87 61 asroudel@paris2024.org
Christophe PROUST  +33 6 21 60 32 69 cproust@paris2024.org

Access the Paris 2024 media platform 

http://www.paris2024.media
Login : media-paris2024
Password : mediaaccess

Follow us!

https://www.facebook.com/Paris2024
https://twitter.com/Paris2024
https://www.instagram.com/paris2024

http://www.paris2024.media
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